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which was subsequently adopted by the Brit-
ish Post Office Department; a perforator for
telegraphic transmitting tapes; telegraphic key-
board apparatus; a sound-reproducing machine;
a talking-machine recorder and reproducer; as
well as the method for manufacture of a talking-
machine, known commercially as Vox Humana,
He devoted years to improving cable telegraphy,
the reward of which was that his automatic sys-
tem for cables when put in service showed an
increase of thirty per cent in speed over hand
signaling. During the World War Delany's ex-
perimental work in his laboratory at Nantucket,
Mass., was concerned principally with the inven-
tion of devices for submarine detection and the
general location of submerged metallic objects.
With these latter inventions, for which he re-
ceived patents between 1916 and 1918, and with
apparatus based on them, it is said that a valu-
able shipment of gold bullion sunk with the liner
Laurentic off the coast of Ireland during the war
was recovered for the British government. Cred-
it is also given Delany for the recovery in 1923
of a large quantity of copper buried in nine feet
of mud on the floor of New York Harbor. He re-
ceived the Elliott Cresson gold medal on two
separate occasions and also the John Scott leg-
acy medal, both awarded by the Franklin In-
stitute. At both the Buffalo and St. Louis ex-
positions he was awarded gold medals for his in-
ventions. He was charter member of the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers, founded
in 1884, and was one of its vice-presidents, and
was also a member of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science. He married
Annie M. Ovenshine of Philadelphia on Mar. 31,
1869. He died at South Orange and was buried
at Nantucket, Mass. An only son survived him.
Uour. Am. Inst. Electrical Engineers^ Nov. nf 19*4;
Telegraph and Telephone Age, Nov. i,% 19241' Jas. D.
Reid, The Telegraph in America (1879) ; Who's Who
in America, 1922-23; obituary in N. F. Times, Oct.
20, 1924; Patent Office records; U. S. National Mu-
seum correspondence.]                            C. W. M.

DELAVAN, EDWARD  CORNELIUS

(i793-Jan. 15, 1871), reformer, publisher, was
born in Westchester County, N. Y. Although
named Edward Cornelius, he rarely used the
"Edward." His father having died, at the age
of eight he went to Albany with his mother, a
brother, and two sisters. He entered a print-
ing-office in that place at the age of thirteen,
worked there for several years, then went into
his older brother's hardware store. While in
the hardware store he also engaged in selling
wine, which proved very successful financially.
In 1814 he formed a partnership with his brother
and shortly after went to Europe as purchasing
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agent for the firm. Returning to America in
1816 he settled in New York City where he
lived until 1825. He then returned to Albany
and dealt in real estate for the next five years.
His speculations in that field added greatly to
his already ample fortune. By the time he had
reached middle age he was convinced of the evils
of alcohol and during the remainder of his life
spent a considerable fortune for the temperance
cause. With Dr. Eliphalet Nott [q.vJ] he organ-
ized the New York State Temperance Society in
1829. The American Temperance Intelligencer,
and the Temperance Recorder, both published at
Albany, were virtually under his control, and
with his own money he secured a large circula-
tion, thus enabling his two papers to exert more
influence than all other temperance journals then
published. In 1835 he engaged in a public dis-
cussion of the undesirability of alcoholic wines
for use in church communion, and his arguments
attracted wide attention. In the same year he
published an article in the Albany Evening Jour-
nal stating that the Albany brewers were using"
filthy water for brewing. He was sued for libel,
and other persons, gaining courage from the
brewers, sued for contended damage in times
past. Delavan won the first case and the others
dropped their suits. He had the entire proceed-
ings of the trial printed for use as propaganda.
When the American Temperance Union was or-
ganized in 1836 he became chairman of the ex-
ecutive committee and donated $10,000 to its
funds. In 1840 he secured a collection of draw-
ings of the human stomach showing the evil ef-
fects of alcohol. At a personal expense of $7,000
he circulated in the state of New York 150,000
of these colored and engraved plates. In 1841
he began to publish the Enquirer, a small tem-
perance journal. In 1843 he collected and edited
a group of documents which had appeared in the
public papers in relation to the drawings which
he had published. In 1858 he presented to Union
College, Schenectady, a deed of trust to a col-
lection of shells and minerals valued at $10,000.
Later publications t)f Delavan's include a pamph-
let, Temperance of Wine Countries (1860), and
a collection of articles, published in, book form
under the title, Temperance Essays (1865). Del-
avan was twice married: first, to Abby Smith
of Lyme, Conn., and second, to Harriet Schuy-
ler, daughter of Cornelius Schuyler of Albany.
He died at his home in Schenectady, N. Y.
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DE LA WARR, THOMAS WEST, Baron
(July 9f 1577-Jtme 7, 1618), first governor and
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